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And brioging them 1naro Cows 10 the [le of Wight: With the 
Narrative of what the French Priſoners declare, couching che 
preſent ConjunQure of Aﬀairs, 


Licenſed January 36th 1698. 


Y a Letter,. bfthe 27th inſtant,, from Weſft-Cows, in the Iſle of 
Wight, we have an Account, That the Afternoon before they dif: 
covered divers Sail making towards the Port, and for the preſent 

| were in ſome Concern, leſt it might bean Enemy, bending 

towards them, to make an Effort upon the Iſland ; and thereupon the 
putthemſclves 1n a Poſture of Defence : But they wete ſoon after catisf,- 
ed, by the Diſcovery they could make in the Colours of their Pendants, 
That they were Dutch and French, and that the former had them in 
Guard : Which when they came in it fo appeared , That three Dutch 
Capers had taken and made Prize of twelve conſiderable French Merchaat 
Men, , laden with Wine, Brandy, and other Valuable Merchandice, 
which they took about the Cape de Hage. And give an Account,,. That 
they were near two hundred in number, having only three ſmall French 
yo of War for their Convoy. And that,as they were returning with their 

rize; they met ſome other Dutch Capers, and they acquainted them 
of this Fleet ; as alſo three Engliſh Men of War, who forthwith Rood 
aftet them,and it is verily believed, That they will come up with and take 
or force aſhoar moſt of this great Fleet. | : 

. ThePriſoners declare, That there is a general Conſternation all over 
the Maritine Coaſt of Fraxce ; for by the Intelligence they have received 
from Engdsnd, the Engliſh and Dutch Fleets will this Spring be fooner | 
at Sea than ever they were before; and thac they are appreheafive they. . 
will forthwith fail for. the French Coaſt, and that one Squadron will 
block up the Port of Breff, while the other Burn and Deſtroy all along 
the Coaſt.. And they add, That the French King is ſo ſenſible thereof, 
chat he is ſendiag a reinforcement. into the Provinces of Normandy and 
Provence, and his Guards drive all the, Poars and Barge-Men out of the 
River of Sene ,_ towards Breſt, , to. help to Man the Fleet, as if L 
were Herds of Beaſts : And the King has fent an Order to all the Ma- 
retime Commanders of his Fleet, To Equip and get Manned their: re- 
ſpe&ive Ships by the tenth of March, or he will Cai ter them their Com. 
mands. Buttheſe Priſoners affirm, That it is as impoſſible for them to' 
perfect it in a Month or fix Weeks, as to build a Man of War in that 
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